
GRIMSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at East Grimstead Reading Room on Tuesday, 18th November 2008
Present:  Mr G Bayford, Chairman, presiding, Mrs R Clark, Mr R Amor, Mrs L Paramor, Mrs H Birchenough and Mr Wrigley.   Three members of the public also attended.                               
Apologies were received from Mr C Wilkinson and the two District Councillors  R Britton and L Randall 
Declaration of Interest  There were none                                      
Public Time   A West Grimstead resident was concerned about the state of Footpath No 6  regarding stiles, etc. The chairman agreed to look into this.  
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 6th October 2008 were taken as read and signed.   
MATTERS ARISING

109.08
East Grimstead Pond.    The chairman has been trying to contact Mr A Bott but without success. Mr Amor would also try and get in touch with hi. It was also suggested that Richard George of Winterslow be asked to undertake the cutting back of the bullrushes. WCC also to be asked if they can help
110.08
West Grimstead Playing Field    The RoSPA report has now been received and there are no serious problems. The climbing frame has been repaired and the tree bark has been delivered and spread. The chairman thanked those people in the village who had done the work.  Mr Osman to be contacted again regarding the repairs to the entrance of the field.    
111.08
Grasscutting    Although some of the grass on Crockford Green has been cut, we have been informed by the WCC that the remainder  could not be done as there were too many mole hills!   Mr Malcolm Read has in fact tried to cut back as much as possible and he also offered to cut back the bracken next year.   It is too wet at present to drive the tractor over it.
112.08
Parish Steward    Mrs Clark had met the Parish Steward together with Mr Graham Axtel of the WCC. Apparently there is only a limited amount of work that he can carry out because of various reasons. i.e. he is not allowed to clean out the drains because of contaminated soil etc.  The clerk to write to Mr Axtel  to say we are not entirely happy with the service .   
113.08
Rights of Way    A letter was sent to Mr Broadstock regarding the paths which needed attention. He replied stating that Macks Lane is waiting on a High Court Judgement but the other paths were not mentioned.

We are also awaiting the erection of the kissing gates on Footpath 8. They have been delivered to Mr King at Whiteparish and the chairman will contact him.  A small digger is needed to dig a trench. The chairman explained about a Parish Improvement Grant (PIG) and this will be discussed again at the next meeting.


Mr Cowen, the footpath warden, had met Mr Ball whose land is crossed by Footpaths 11 and 16.   Mr Ball said that the paths would be reinstated when the crop started to grow.
114.08  R2 Money in East Grimstead   It was left to the Reading Room Committee to come back with ideas. A list was submitted to the clerk who forwarded it to Sarah Wright of the SDC who deals with the R2 funding.  A further letter had been received from Sarah Wright stating she felt that something more permanent should be provided as there was approximately £12,000 available.   The chairman to liaise with Mr Richard Peacham of the Reading Room Committee
115.08
Budget/Precept    The chairman explained the budget and it was agreed to precept for £3500 for the forthcoming year.  
116.08
Planning    Application S/2008/1903 – new grain store and modified vehicular access at Manor Farm, West Grimstead.  Mr Amor explained the application. There will be 470 square metres of internal floor space and the building will be 24 x 18 x 6 metres high with storage to the rear.   1000 tonnes of grain will be stored there involving the movement of 40 grain lorries. There will not be a reduction in the amount of grain traffic using Church Street. After much discussion, a vote was taken which resulted in 3-3 draw but the chairman used his casting vote and voted against the application. Therefore the application was refused by the Parish Council on the grounds of road safety and also it would spoil the view from Pepperbox which is an area of SSSI.    It was felt that the new grain store should be erected on the other side of the road opposite the disused chalk pit and all councillors would be in favour of this.

Approval by the SDC was given to S/2008/1217 – demolition of existing dwelling and replacement and garage at Lyvers Farm, East Grimstead

Refusal by the SDC was given to S/2008/1518 – demolition of large outbuilding and extension to existing dwelling at Manor Court, East Grimstead.


On the subject of the Old Coach House, East Grimstead, the clerk was asked to write to the Planning Department to enquire of the latest postion.
117.08
Correspondence   Letter received from WCC regarding boundaries. 


There will be a meeting in Downton regarding Community Partnerships


There will be a Town and Parish Council Liaison meeting on the 19th November. Mr Wrigley   offered to attend. 


A new Code of Conduct has been received and will be passed around to all councillors.


A letter had been received from the local police authority stating they were satisfied with the speed checks carried out along the Dean Road.   However the clerk was asked to write and ask them to do checks along the Crockford Road.

118.80
Accounts   The following accounts were passed for payment



Roffey Limited – Play Bark


£978.50**



Playsafety – Inspection Report 


£111.63



West Grimstead Village Hall – Hall Hire
  £12.50



Sodexo – grass cutting of the greens
           £1,246.69



Playdale Playgrounds – Climbing Frame
         £1000.98**


** These to come from R2 money

119.80
Any Other Business    It was reported that Mr David Lowe would look at the branches etc at Horsepond and endeavour to cut these back.  These would then have to be removed.   It was agreed the chairman would check to see if this pond is registered to the Parish Council
120.80
Next Meeting   The following dates were agreed for the next two meetings.



Monday 5th January at West Grimstead Village Hall



Tuesday 17th February at East Grimstead Reading Room.

Date of next Meeting – Monday 5th January 2009 at West Grimstead Village Hall at 7.30 p.m.








